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BOUNDLESSGLEAM / GREAT LIVES

A note to curious minds

Read a life. Enter a moment. Carry an idea forward.

Great Lives is a family book of twenty-one short encounters with people whose work
changed how others saw, made, cared, questioned, or acted. Each profile offers context
rather than a pedestal. The facing page turns biography into an invitation: observe,
make, discuss, or serve.

How to use this book. Open anywhere. Read the spread aloud. Look closely at the art.
Try the invitation with an informed adult when tools, travel, outdoors, or science are
involved. Follow the source path when a question catches fire.

Faith and inquiry. BoundlessGleam welcomes wonder, careful evidence, moral
imagination, and reverence. Faith is not used as a substitute for factual accuracy, nor
accuracy as a reason to diminish wonder.

About the illustrations. The scenes are original, interpretive editorial artworks inspired
by mid-century gouache, dry-brush, printmaking, and hand-lettered books. They are not
photographs, eyewitness records, or reproductions of archival art.

OUR MISSION
To seek wisdom, truth, beauty, and understanding in God's creation; to spread joy,

faith, hope, and love; and to uplift God and humanity spiritually, physically, and
mentally.
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BOUNDLESSGLEAM / GREAT LIVES

Twenty-one lives

A cabinet of human possibility

()1 Jesus of Nazareth 12 George Washington Carver

LOVE

RESTORATION

()2 Hildegard of Bingen 13 Marie Curie
VISION PERSEVERANCE

()3 Leonardo da Vinci 14 Mahatma Gandhi
CURIOSITY TRUTH

()4 Johannes Gutenberg 15 Albert Einstein
SHARING WONDER

()5 Galileo Galilei 16 Rachel Carson
EVIDENCE STEWARDSHIP

()6 Isaac Newton 17/ Katherine Johnson
PATTERN PRECISION

()77 Johann Sebastian Bach 138 Nelson Mandela
HARMONY RECONCILIATION

()3 Sacagawea 19 Wangari Maathai
PRESENCE ROOTS

()9 Harriet Tubman 2() Jane Goodall
FREEDOM ATTENTION

10 Florence Nightingale 271 Fred Rogers
CARE NEIGHBOR

11 Nikola Tesla

IMAGINATION
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LIFE 01 / LOVE

Jesus of Nazareth

Teacher whose life and teachings transformed world history

JUDEA AND GALILEE / C. 4 BCE-C. 30 CE / LOVE

THEIR WORLD Born into Jewish life under Roman rule, Jesus taught in villages, homes, synagogues, and open

country. His sayings used seeds, bread, lamps, birds, coins, and neighbors to make immense questions feel
near.

THEIR WORK He proclaimed love of God and neighbor, mercy, forgiveness, care for the poor, truthfulness,

and a kingdom measured differently from worldly power. Christians confess him as the Son of God and risen
Christ.

THE IDEA THAT TRAVELED

Love grows when attention becomes action.
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01 / LOVE / FIELD NOTE

A moment to enter

A teacher kneels to wash his followers' feet. The actio
leadership upside down: greatness becomes service, a
authority becomes responsibility for another person's dignity.

Choose one unseen act of service
you can do today. Do it without
seeking praise. Later, ask: did quiet

service change the room, the other
person, or me?

LOOK AGAIN

What required skill here? What required character? Where do you see both in your
own life?

SOURCE PATH

Bible: Matthew 5-7; Luke 10; John 13 (public-domain translations or brief fair-use references; new prose used here).

Carry it forward: What is one small action this life invites today?
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LIFE 02 / VISION

Hildegard of Bingen

Abbess, composer, writer, and observer of nature

REGION NEAR THE RHINE, PRESENT-DAY GERMANY /
1098-1179 / VISION

THEIR WORLD Medieval European learning was often
preserved in religious communities. Hildegard led a
community of women while composing music, writing
theological works, corresponding with leaders, and
writing about the natural world and healing practices of
her time.

THEIR WORK She joined spiritual vision, disciplined
observation, poetry, music, and practical leadership.
Her work resists the idea that wonder and careful study
must live in separate rooms.

THE IDEA THAT TRAVELED

Vision grows when attention becomes action.
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02 / VISION / FIELD NOTE

A moment to enter

Imagine hearing a melody before anyone else has wri ow
Hildegard's task was not merely inspiration; it was pa

translation - shaping an inward perception into notation others
could sing.

Listen outdoors for three layers of
sound. Sketch their rise and fall as
lines, then turn the lines into a short

melody or spoken prayer.

LOOK AGAIN

What required skill here? What required character? Where do you see both in your
own life?

SOURCE PATH

International Society of Hildegard von Bingen Studies; British Library medieval manuscripts; Encyclopaedia Britannica
biography.

Carry it forward: What is one small action this life invites today?
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LIFE 03 / CURIOSITY
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Leonardo da Vinci

Artist, engineer, anatomist, and tireless questioner

VINCI, ITALY / 1452-1519 / CURIOSITY

THEIR WORLD Renaissance workshops mixed art, craft,
mathematics, mechanics, and observation. Leonardo
filled notebooks with mirrored writing, questions,
diagrams, faces, rivers, wings, muscles, and machines.

THEIR WORK He trained attention across boundaries.
Painting sharpened anatomy; anatomy sharpened
drawing; flowing water suggested hair, weather, and
motion. Many machines remained studies rather than
finished inventions.

THE IDEA THAT TRAVELED

Curiosity grows when attention becomes
action.




03 / CURIOSITY / FIELD NOTE

A moment to enter

Leonardo watches water curl around a stone. Instead ing"i
‘water' and moving on, he follows the eddy, sketches i 1
and wonders where the same form appears elsewhere.

Place one ordinary object before
you. Write ten questions about it
without answering any. Circle the

question that makes the object feel
newly strange.

LOOK AGAIN

What required skill here? What required character? Where do you see both in your
own life?

SOURCE PATH

Royal Collection Trust, Leonardo drawings; Museo Galileo; public-domain notebooks and drawings.

Carry it forward: What is one small action this life invites today?
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LIFE 04 / SHARING

Johannes Gutenberg

Printer whose workshop accelerated the spread of books

MAINZ, GERMANY / C. 1400-1468 / SHARING

THEIR WORLD Woodblock printing and movable type had long histories in East Asia. In fifteenth-century
Europe, books were commonly copied by hand or printed from carved blocks. Gutenberg combined cast
movable metal type, oil-based ink, a press, and a repeatable workshop process.

THEIR WORK His achievement was a system, not one magical object. Reusable letters and consistent

impressions allowed many near-identical pages to be produced more quickly, changing religion, scholarship,
trade, and public debate.

THE IDEA THAT TRAVELED

Sharing grows when attention becomes action.
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04 / SHARING / FIELD NOTE

A moment to enter

Picture a tray of tiny metal letters. Alone they say nothin
Arranged, inked, pressed, lifted, and rearranged, they one
person's words travel far beyond one room.

Write a twelve-word message worth
multiplying. Design it as a small
hand-printed poster using only two

colors and three type sizes.

LOOK AGAIN

What required skill here? What required character? Where do you see both in your
own life?

SOURCE PATH

Gutenberg-Museum Mainz; Library of Congress, history of printing; British Library, Gutenberg Bible.

Carry it forward: What is one small action this life invites today?
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LIFE 05 / EVIDENCE

Galileo Galilei

Astronomer and physicist who argued from
observation

PISA, ITALY / 1564-1642 / EVIDENCE

THEIR WORLD New instruments expanded what
natural philosophers could see. Using an improved
telescope, Galileo observed mountains on the Moon,
moons circling Jupiter, and phases of Venus.

THEIR WORK His observations challenged inherited
models and helped establish a habit central to science:
claims about nature must answer to repeatable
evidence. His conflict with Church authorities also
shows how institutions, interpretation, and power
complicate discovery.

THE IDEA THAT TRAVELED

Evidence grows when attention becomes
action.
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05 / EVIDENCE / FIELD NOTE

A moment to enter

Four small lights shift position near Jupiter night afternight.
Galileo realizes they are not fixed stars; they orbit anothegwoxrld.
The sky has become a moving system.

TRY IT - MAKE THE IDEA YOURS

Observe the Moon, a shadow, or a
plant for five days. Record only what
you can see before adding what you

think it means.

LOOK AGAIN

What required skill here? What required character? Where do you see both in your
own life?

SOURCE PATH

Museo Galileo; NASA Solar System Exploration, Galileo; Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy.

Carry it forward: What is one small action this life invites today?
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LIFE 06 / PATTERN
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Isaac Newton

Mathematician who connected motion on Earth
and in the heavens

WOOLSTHORPE, ENGLAND / 1642-1727 /| PATTERN

THEIR WORLD Seventeenth-century astronomy had
mapped planetary motion, but a unified explanation was
still forming. Newton developed mathematical tools and
laws linking force, motion, and universal gravitation.

THEIR WORK His synthesis showed that falling objects
and orbiting moons could belong to one intelligible
order. He also transformed optics, studied alchemy and
theology, and worked within a large community of
earlier thinkers.

THE IDEA THAT TRAVELED

Pattern grows when attention becomes
action.
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06 / PATTERN / FIELD NOTE

A moment to enter

An apple does not have to strike anyone's head to ma
fruitful question is why it falls downward while the M
continually falls around Earth without crashing.

Roll a ball on three surfaces. Predict,
observe, and compare. What
changes: the ball, the surface, the

push, or several things at once?

LOOK AGAIN

What required skill here? What required character? Where do you see both in your
own life?

SOURCE PATH

Royal Society; Cambridge University Library Newton papers; NASA, gravity and orbit resources.

Carry it forward: What is one small action this life invites today?
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LIFE 07 / HARMONY

Johann Sebastian Bach

Composer who built vast feeling from disciplined musical patterns

EISENACH, GERMANY / 1685-1750 /| HARMONY

THEIR WORLD Bach worked as a court musician, church composer, teacher, and musical director. Weekly
demands required extraordinary craft: composing, rehearsing, performing, and training others.

THEIR WORK He used counterpoint - independent musical lines sounding together - with unmatched clarity

and invention. His sacred and secular music joins structure, emotion, devotion, play, and mathematical
proportion.

THE IDEA THAT TRAVELED

Harmony grows when attention becomes action.
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07 / HARMONY / FIELD NOTE

A moment to enter

One voice enters. A second follows with the same ideaat another
height. Soon several melodies move independently, yetthe wholge
remains intelligible - a community of lines.

TRY IT - MAKE THE IDEA YOURS

Clap a four-beat pattern. Ask
another person to repeat it two beats
later while you continue. Notice

when difference becomes confusion
and when it becomes harmony.

LOOK AGAIN

What required skill here? What required character? Where do you see both in your
own life?

SOURCE PATH

Bach-Archiv Leipzig; Library of Congress, Bach resources; public-domain scores.

Carry it forward: What is one small action this life invites today?
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LIFE 08 / PRESENCE

Sacagawea

Lemhi Shoshone interpreter and expedition
member

LEMHI SHOSHONE HOMELANDS / C. 1788-AFTER 1812 /
PRESENCE

THEIR WORLD As a young Lemhi Shoshone woman,
Sacagawea traveled with the Lewis and Clark expedition
while caring for her infant son. She helped interpret,
recognized terrain, gathered foods, and assisted
encounters across Indigenous homelands.

THEIR WORK Popular retellings often turn her into a
simple guide. The record is more careful: her language
knowledge, kinship connections, composure, and visible
presence with a baby signaled that the party was not
merely a war band. Historical sources disagree about
the place and date of her death; 1812 is often cited,
while some oral histories place it later.

THE IDEA THAT TRAVELED

Presence grows when attention becomes
action.
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08 / PRESENCE / FIELD NOTE

A moment to enter

A boat overturns in a sudden gust. Sacagawea retriev
medicine, instruments, and other supplies from the wa
later names a river for her in recognition.

Make an 'expedition inventory' of ten
things you would protect first in an
emergency. Explain what each

reveals about your priorities.

LOOK AGAIN

What required skill here? What required character? Where do you see both in your
own life?

SOURCE PATH

National Park Service, Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail; Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, University of
Nebraska.

Carry it forward: What is one small action this life invites today?
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LIFE 09 / FREEDOM
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Harriet Tubman

Freedom seeker, Underground Railroad conductor,
scout, and nurse

DORCHESTER COUNTY, MARYLAND / C. 1822-1913 /
FREEDOM

THEIR WORLD Born enslaved, Tubman escaped to
Philadelphia, then repeatedly returned to help relatives
and others reach freedom. During the Civil War she
served the Union as nurse, cook, scout, and intelligence
gatherer.

THEIR WORK Her courage was operational: planning
routes, reading danger, building trust, changing tactics,
and accepting enormous personal risk. She later
supported women's suffrage and care for older Black
Americans.

THE IDEA THAT TRAVELED

Freedom grows when attention becomes
action.
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09 / FREEDOM / FIELD NOTE

A moment to enter

Night travel required more than bravery. A journey depended ‘0h
weather, food, silence, human networks, and knowing When'not
to move. Freedom was built step by careful step.

TRY IT - MAKE THE IDEA YOURS

Draw a map that uses symbols for
safety, risk, rest, nourishment, and
trusted help. What makes a route

responsible rather than merely
daring?

LOOK AGAIN

What required skill here? What required character? Where do you see both in your
own life?

SOURCE PATH

National Park Service, Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad National Historical Park; Library of Congress.

Carry it forward: What is one small action this life invites today?
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LIFE 10 / CARE

Florence Nightingale

Nurse, organizer, statistician, and health reformer

FLORENCE, ITALY / 1820-1910 / CARE

THEIR WORLD Hospitals could be crowded, poorly ventilated, and unsanitary. During the Crimean War,
Nightingale and her team improved organization and care, while later analysis showed that disease killed
more soldiers than battle wounds.

THEIR WORK She combined compassion with systems thinking. Data diagrams helped persuade officials that
sanitation, ventilation, nutrition, recordkeeping, and trained nursing could save lives.

THE IDEA THAT TRAVELED

Care grows when attention becomes action.
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10 / CARE / FIELD NOTE

A moment to enter

A lamp is memorable, but a chart can also be an instru
mercy. Nightingale translated rows of deaths into a visi
pattern leaders could no longer easily ignore.

to

Track one small health-supporting
habit for a week. Turn the data into a
simple visual. What does the picture

reveal that memory alone misses?

LOOK AGAIN

What required skill here? What required character? Where do you see both in your
own life?

SOURCE PATH

Florence Nightingale Museum; UK National Archives; Wellcome Collection.

Carry it forward: What is one small action this life invites today?
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LIFE 11 / IMAGINATION

Nikola Tesla

Inventor and electrical engineer of
alternating-current systems

SMILJAN, AUSTRIAN EMPIRE (PRESENT-DAY CROATIA) /
1856-1943 / IMAGINATION

THEIR WORLD The late nineteenth century brought
fierce competition over electrical power. Tesla
developed motors and systems using alternating current
and worked on high-frequency electricity, radio- related
ideas, and wireless transmission.

THEIR WORK He possessed remarkable spatial
imagination, often visualizing machines before building
them. His life also warns that invention, financing,
patents, collaboration, and public myth are different
parts of technological history.

THE IDEA THAT TRAVELED

Imagination grows when attention becomes
action.
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11 / IMAGINATION / FIELD NOTE

A moment to enter

A magnetic field appears to rotate without a mechanical
commutator. That invisible motion becomes the basis of
practical induction motor.

Without drawing at first, imagine a
simple machine turning. Rotate it
mentally. Then sketch three views

and compare what your mind
preserved or omitted.

LOOK AGAIN

What required skill here? What required character? Where do you see both in your
own life?

SOURCE PATH

Nikola Tesla Museum; Smithsonian National Museum of American History; IEEE History Center.

Carry it forward: What is one small action this life invites today?
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LIFE 12 / RESTORATION
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George Washington Carver

Agricultural scientist and teacher

MISSOURI / C. 1864-1943 /| RESTORATION

THEIR WORLD Southern farmers faced exhausted soils
and dependence on cotton. At Tuskegee Institute, Carver
taught crop rotation, soil care, household economy, and
practical uses for crops including peanuts and sweet
potatoes.

THEIR WORK His central work was not inventing peanut
butter. It was helping farmers restore soil, diversify
crops, use local materials, and connect scientific
learning with service.

THE IDEA THAT TRAVELED

Restoration grows when attention becomes
action.
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12 / RESTORATION / FIELD NOTE

A moment to enter

Carver enters the woods early, attentive to plants, soil, célor, an
form. Observation becomes both scientific practice and er

for creation.

Examine a handful of soil. Note
color, texture, moisture, roots, and
living signs. Ask what was taken

from it and what might restore it.

LOOK AGAIN

What required skill here? What required character? Where do you see both in your
own life?

SOURCE PATH

National Park Service, George Washington Carver National Monument; Tuskegee University archives.

Carry it forward: What is one small action this life invites today?
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LIFE 13 / PERSEVERANCE

Marie Curie

Physicist and chemist who pioneered the study of radioactivity

WARSAW / 1867-1934 /| PERSEVERANCE

THEIR WORLD Curie pursued advanced study despite barriers faced by women and Polish students under
Russian rule. In Paris she and Pierre Curie investigated uranium minerals and identified polonium and

radium.

THEIR WORK She became the first person awarded two Nobel Prizes in different sciences. Her work
advanced physics and medicine, while her later illness illustrates the hazards researchers did not yet fully

understand.

THE IDEA THAT TRAVELED

Perseverance grows when attention becomes action.
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13 / PERSEVERANCE / FIELD NOTE

A moment to enter

In a drafty shed, tons of processed ore yield tiny amount§ of new
material. Discovery arrives through measurement, repetition,
error, and physical labor.

TRY IT - MAKE THE IDEA YOURS

Choose a question that cannot be
solved in one try. Design three small
tests and decide what evidence

would make you change your
approach.

LOOK AGAIN

What required skill here? What required character? Where do you see both in your
own life?

SOURCE PATH

Nobel Prize biography; Musée Curie; Institut de France; Encyclopaedia Britannica.

Carry it forward: What is one small action this life invites today?

BOUNDLESSGLEAM - SHARP VENTURES LLC
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LIFE 14 / TRUTH

Mahatma Gandhi

Lawyer and leader of disciplined nonviolent
resistance

PORBANDAR, INDIA / 1869-1948 / TRUTH

THEIR WORLD British colonial power shaped law,
trade, and daily life in India. Gandhi developed
satyagraha - persistence in truth - through campaigns in
South Africa and India.

THEIR WORK His campaigns helped mobilize millions
through nonviolent resistance to British rule. His legacy
also requires honest scrutiny, including prejudiced
statements from his early years, political conflicts, and
the human cost surrounding Partition; admiration and
critical study belong together.

THE IDEA THAT TRAVELED

Truth grows when attention becomes action.
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14 / TRUTH / FIELD NOTE

A moment to enter

At the sea, marchers lift salt made from evaporated wat

peacefully breaking a law that made an everyday necessity a
symbol of colonial control.

Find a rule in your home or group.
Ask what value it protects, who
bears its cost, and how disagreement

can remain truthful and nonviolent.

LOOK AGAIN

What required skill here? What required character? Where do you see both in your
own life?

SOURCE PATH

Gandhi Heritage Portal, Government of India; British Library India Office records.

Carry it forward: What is one small action this life invites today?
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LIFE 15 / WONDER
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Albert Einstein

Physicist who reshaped ideas of space, time, light,
and gravity

ULM, GERMANY / 1879-1955 / WONDER

THEIR WORLD Physics at the turn of the twentieth
century contained puzzles about light, motion, and
matter. In 1905 Einstein published papers on light
quanta, Brownian motion, special relativity, and mass-
energy equivalence.

THEIR WORK His thought experiments made hard
questions vivid: ride beside a beam of light, compare
moving clocks, imagine an elevator in space. General
relativity later described gravity through curved
spacetime.

THE IDEA THAT TRAVELED

Wonder grows when attention becomes
action.

32



15 / WONDER / FIELD NOTE

A moment to enter

A person inside a sealed elevator feels weight. Is the elevator
resting on Earth or accelerating through empty space? Locally

the experiences can match - a doorway into a new theory of
gravity.

TRY IT - MAKE THE IDEA YOURS

Invent a thought experiment about
motion using only a train, flashlight,
mirror, or elevator. State what each

observer can measure.

LOOK AGAIN

What required skill here? What required character? Where do you see both in your
own life?

SOURCE PATH

Einstein Papers Project, Caltech; Nobel Prize biography; Max Planck Institute history resources.

Carry it forward: What is one small action this life invites today?
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LIFE 16 / STEWARDSHIP

Rachel Carson

Marine biologist and writer who changed environmental awareness

SPRINGDALE, PENNSYLVANIA / 1907-1964 /| STEWARDSHIP

THEIR WORLD Synthetic pesticides expanded rapidly after World War II. Carson gathered scientific evidence
showing how chemicals could move through ecosystems and harm birds and other life.

THEIR WORK Silent Spring combined biology, careful sourcing, and lucid storytelling. Carson did not argue
against every use of pest control; she challenged indiscriminate use and demanded public accountability.

THE IDEA THAT TRAVELED

Stewardship grows when attention becomes action.
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16 / STEWARDSHIP / FIELD NOTE

A moment to enter

A spring morning is imagined without birdsong. The abseénce
becomes evidence: living systems are connected, and a mi
aimed at one target can travel far beyond it.

Map one local chain: soil to plant to
insect to bird to human. Mark three
places where a choice could protect

the whole.

LOOK AGAIN

What required skill here? What required character? Where do you see both in your
own life?

SOURCE PATH

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Rachel Carson refuge; Library of Congress; EPA history of DDT.

Carry it forward: What is one small action this life invites today?
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LIFE 17 / PRECISION

Katherine Johnson

Mathematician whose calculations helped open
spaceflight

WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, WEST VIRGINIA / 1918-2020 /
PRECISION

THEIR WORLD At NACA and NASA, teams of human
computers calculated flight paths while confronting
racial and gender segregation. Johnson specialized in
analytical geometry and orbital mechanics.

THEIR WORK She calculated trajectories for early
crewed missions and checked electronic-computer
results for John Glenn's orbital flight. Spaceflight
depended not on one hero but on exact collaboration
across large teams.

THE IDEA THAT TRAVELED

Precision grows when attention becomes
action.
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17 / PRECISION / FIELD NOTE

A moment to enter

An orbit must meet Earth again at the right place and time. A
small error can grow across thousands of miles, so checkKing is
not hesitation; it is responsibility.

Estimate how far you walk in one
minute. Measure it, calculate the
difference, and improve your

estimate. What made the second
prediction better?

LOOK AGAIN

What required skill here? What required character? Where do you see both in your
own life?

SOURCE PATH

NASA biography of Katherine Johnson; NASA History Office; National Archives.

Carry it forward: What is one small action this life invites today?

BOUNDLESSGLEAM - SHARP VENTURES LLC
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LIFE 18 / RECONCILIATION
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Nelson Mandela

Lawyer, anti-apartheid leader, prisoner, and
president

MVEZO, SOUTH AFRICA / 1918-2013 / RECONCILIATION

THEIR WORLD Apartheid enforced racial classification,
separation, and white minority rule. Mandela joined
resistance, was imprisoned for twenty-seven years, and

emerged amid negotiations toward democratic elections.

THEIR WORK Mandela helped guide negotiations and,
as South Africa's first Black president, emphasized
constitutional democracy and nation-building.
Reconciliation could not erase apartheid's violence or
economic legacy; it was an unfinished effort to hold
truth, accountability, repair, and shared citizenship
together.

THE IDEA THAT TRAVELED

Reconciliation grows when attention becomes
action.
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18 / RECONCILIATION / FIELD NOTE

A moment to enter

A prisoner walks free, yet the larger test begins afterward: ca
justified anger become disciplined enough to help build

institutions that protect former enemies too?

Describe the difference between
forgetting, forgiving, reconciling,
and repairing. Which requires truth?

Which requires another person's
participation?

LOOK AGAIN

What required skill here? What required character? Where do you see both in your
own life?

SOURCE PATH

Nelson Mandela Foundation archive; South African History Archive; Nobel Prize biography.

Carry it forward: What is one small action this life invites today?
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LIFE 19 / ROOTS

Wangari Maathai

Biologist, democracy advocate, and founder of the Green Belt Movement

NYERI, KENYA / 1940-2011 / ROOTS

THEIR WORLD Deforestation and erosion affected water, fuel, food, and livelihoods in Kenya. Maathai helped
women organize local tree nurseries through the Green Belt Movement.

THEIR WORK Planting trees became environmental restoration, economic action, civic education, and
resistance to land misuse. Maathai linked healthy ecosystems to accountable government and peace.

THE IDEA THAT TRAVELED

Roots grow when attention becomes action.
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19 / ROOTS / FIELD NOTE

A moment to enter

A seedling is small enough to hold in one hand. Multipli
through communities, it can stabilize soil, shelter water, [provide
fuel, and change who believes they can shape public life.

Learn one native tree in your region.
Draw its leaf, trace where its water
comes from, and identify what it

gives back to the surrounding
system.

LOOK AGAIN

What required skill here? What required character? Where do you see both in your
own life?

SOURCE PATH

Green Belt Movement; Nobel Prize biography; United Nations Environment Programme.

Carry it forward: What is one small action this life invites today?
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LIFE 20 / ATTENTION

Jane Goodall

Primatologist and conservation advocate

LONDON / 1934-PRESENT / ATTENTION

THEIR WORLD When Goodall began fieldwork at
Gombe, the study of wild chimpanzees was still
developing. Patient observation revealed tool use,
hunting, affection, conflict, learning, and distinct
personalities.

THEIR WORK Her work changed primatology and
complicated simple boundaries between humans and
other animals. Long-term observation also revealed the
ethical responsibility created by knowledge.

THE IDEA THAT TRAVELED

Discovery deepens when patient attention
becomes action.

BOUNDLESSGLEAM - SHARP VENTURES LLC 42



20 / ATTENTION / FIELD NOTE

A moment to enter

Waiting is part of discovery. Before chimpanzees accepted’he
presence, many days yielded distance and uncertainty, t
became a relationship measured in years.

Observe one animal without
approaching or directing it. Record
five actions and three questions.

Separate what happened from the
story you are tempted to tell.

LOOK AGAIN

What required skill here? What required character? Where do you see both in your
own life?

SOURCE PATH

Jane Goodall Institute; Gombe Stream Research Centre; National Geographic archival materials.

Carry it forward: What is one small action this life invites today?
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LIFE 21 / NEIGHBOR
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Fred Rogers

Television creator who treated children's feelings
with dignity

LATROBE, PENNSYLVANIA / 1928-2003 / NEIGHBOR

THEIR WORLD Children's television often chased speed
and spectacle. Mister Rogers' Neighborhood used a calm
pace, direct speech, music, puppetry, and predictable
rituals.

THEIR WORK Rogers addressed fear, anger, difference,
death, disability, and belonging without talking down to
children. His central craft was attention: making a
viewer feel personally welcomed while teaching that
feelings can be named and choices can be practiced.

THE IDEA THAT TRAVELED

Neighbor grows when attention becomes
action.
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21 / NEIGHBOR / FIELD NOTE

A moment to enter

A camera becomes a doorway. Rogers changes shoes, 100

toward one child at home, and leaves enough silence f
child to answer.

Ask someone one question and wait
through the first silence. Listen for
the answer beneath the quick

answer.

LOOK AGAIN

What required skill here? What required character? Where do you see both in your
own life?

SOURCE PATH

Fred Rogers Productions; Fred Rogers Institute; U.S. Senate hearing record, 1969.

Carry it forward: What is one small action this life invites today?
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SOURCE AND RIGHTS LEDGER

A path for further inquiry

These institutional and primary-source paths guided the fact framing in this edition. Their inclusion does not

imply endorsement. Readers and educators should consult current scholarship, Indigenous and community

sources, and original records where possible.

01 Jesus of Nazareth
Bible: Matthew 5-7; Luke 10; John 13 (public-domain translations or
brief fair-use references; new prose used here).

02 Hildegard of Bingen

International Society of Hildegard von Bingen Studies; British Library

medieval manuscripts; Encyclopaedia Britannica biography.

03 Leonardo da Vinci
Royal Collection Trust, Leonardo drawings; Museo Galileo;
public-domain notebooks and drawings.

04 Johannes Gutenberg
Gutenberg-Museum Mainz; Library of Congress, history of printing;
British Library, Gutenberg Bible.

05 Galileo Galilei
Museo Galileo; NASA Solar System Exploration, Galileo; Stanford
Encyclopedia of Philosophy.

06 Isaac Newton
Royal Society; Cambridge University Library Newton papers; NASA,
gravity and orbit resources.

07 Johann Sebastian Bach
Bach-Archiv Leipzig; Library of Congress, Bach resources;
public-domain scores.

08 Sacagawea
National Park Service, Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail;
Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, University of Nebraska.

09 Harriet Tubman
National Park Service, Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad
National Historical Park; Library of Congress.

10 Florence Nightingale
Florence Nightingale Museum; UK National Archives; Wellcome
Collection.

11 Nikola Tesla
Nikola Tesla Museum; Smithsonian National Museum of American
History; IEEE History Center.
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12 George Washington Carver
National Park Service, George Washington Carver National
Monument; Tuskegee University archives.

13 Marie Curie
Nobel Prize biography; Musée Curie; Institut de France;
Encyclopaedia Britannica.

14 Mahatma Gandhi
Gandhi Heritage Portal, Government of India; British Library India
Office records.

15 Albert Einstein
Einstein Papers Project, Caltech; Nobel Prize biography; Max Planck
Institute history resources.

16 Rachel Carson
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Rachel Carson refuge; Library of
Congress; EPA history of DDT.

17 Katherine Johnson
NASA biography of Katherine Johnson; NASA History Office; National
Archives.

18 Nelson Mandela
Nelson Mandela Foundation archive; South African History Archive;
Nobel Prize biography.

19 Wangari Maathai
Green Belt Movement; Nobel Prize biography; United Nations
Environment Programme.

20 Jane Goodall
Jane Goodall Institute; Gombe Stream Research Centre; National
Geographic archival materials.

21 Fred Rogers
Fred Rogers Productions; Fred Rogers Institute; U.S. Senate hearing
record, 1969.
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EDITION AND DISCLOSURE

Made with care and candor

Original explanatory prose, narrative framing, questions, and activities created for this
BoundlessGleam edition. No long third-party passages are reproduced.

Dates and claims were edited against the source paths listed in this book. Some lives remain
subjects of scholarly disagreement; uncertainty is stated where material.

This edition uses original interpretive digital illustrations, including Al-assisted imagery,
composed and edited in a 1940s-inspired gouache, dry-brush, and printmaking visual language.
Images are not documentary evidence and should not be read as exact portraits or eyewitness
scenes.

No archival photographs or third-party artworks are reproduced. Public-domain status must
never be inferred merely from age or online availability.

Activities are educational invitations, not medical, rescue, navigation, laboratory, or
professional instruction. Children should work with an informed adult and appropriate local
guidance.

Great Lives: Final Sale Edition. First digital edition, 2026. Copyright © 2026 Sharp Ventures
LLC. All rights reserved. Created by BoundlessGleam. Published by Sharp Ventures LLC.
boundlessgleam.com.

BOUNDLESSGLEAM

Wisdom - Truth - Beauty - Understanding
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